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Poincaré-type and fundamental gap inequalities

Ilaria Fragalà

Abstract: I will review some celebrated inequalities for the Poincaré con-
stant and for the fundamental gap of convex domains in the Euclidean space,
and I will discuss their refined versions recently obtained in a joint research
project with Vincenzo Amato (University of Naples) and Dorin Bucur (Uni-
versity of Savoie-Mont Blanc).

References:

• L. E. Payne and H. F. Weinberger, An optimal Poincaré inequality for
convex domains, Arch. Rational Mech. Anal. 5 (1960).

• B. Andrews and J. Clutterbuck, Proof of the fundamental gap conjec-
ture, J. Amer. Math. Soc. 24 (2011), no. 3, 899–916.

• V. Amato, D. Bucur, I. Fragalà, The geometric size of the fundamental
gap, arXiv:2407.01341.

• V. Amato, D. Bucur, I. Fragalà, A sharp quantitative nonlinear Poincaré
inequality on convex domains, arXiv:2407.20373.
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Sobolev Spaces: Classical Foundations and Modern
Perspectives

Giovanni Leoni

Abstract: In these lectures, I will revisit some classical results on Sobolev
spaces. I will then discuss recent developments, including modern techniques
and perspectives, and conclude with open problems.

References:

• R.A. Adams and J. J. F. Fournier, Sobolev Spaces, Academic Press,
2003.

• G. Leoni, A First Course in Sobolev Spaces, Second edition. AMS,
2017.

• G. Leoni, A First Course in Fractional Sobolev Spaces, AMS, 2023.

• G. Leoni and D. Spector, On the Trace of Ẇm+1,1
a (Rn+1

+ ), (2024),
preprint.

• G. Leoni and I. Tice, Traces for homogeneous Sobolev spaces in infinite
strip-like domains. J. Funct. Anal. 277 (2019), no. 7, 2288-2380.
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Analysis of and evolutionary Gamma convergence
for gradient systems

Alexander Mielke

Abstract: The first part consists of an introduction to gradient systems
and their evolution, often also called gradient flows. We start from the
basic existence theory via the minimizing movement scheme and discuss
convergence results in Hilbert, Banach, and metric spaces. This leads to
different notions of solutions such as EDB solutions, curves of maximal slope,
and EVI solutions. We will explain a few of the main ideas in [AGS05, San17,
Mie23] via simple examples.
The second part discusses the convergence of solutions when the functional
and the geometric structure depend on a small parameter, which leads
to questions of evolutionary Gamma convergence, as developed in [SaS04,
Mie16] and refined by the notion of EDP convergence in [DFM19, MMP21].
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